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T  a  fpeciai  Cdmmiflion  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer ,  held  at  Juft  ice 

College  in  W - k  Lane *  before 

Sire yEfculapius  Dofemy  Dr.  Tim¬ 
ber  head,  and  others  Juftices,  ejc. 

A .  B.  C.  D.  and  E .  F*  all  M.  2).  were 
indid'ed  for  the  Death  of  one  Robert  at 
Orfud  i  and  the  Trial  (which  was  very 
long)  being  over,  Sir  c /Efculapius  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  lum  up  the  Evidence  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  planner. 

•  <  -  4tr 

•  .  ,  *•  ,  k  r 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury ^ 

A.  B,  C.  CD.  and  E.  F»  flail d  indided 


for  the  Death  of  one  Robert  at  Orfud  j 
the  faid  A.  B.  for  that  he,  with  a  certain 
deadly  Instrument,  called  a  Lickliverum 
LithoNSkipticum,  the  Body  of  the  laid 
Robert  at  Orfud  did  pill  and  potion.  And 
the  faid  C\  2).  and  E .  F.  for  being  com¬ 
forting,  aiding,  abetting,  preferibing,  do¬ 
ling,  pilling,  and  potion ing. 

As  to  the  Objcdion,  which  the  Defen¬ 
dant’s  Council  took  to  the  Indidment,  viz,* 
That  the  Word  Litkonskipticum  is  non- 
fen  fical  and  illiterate,  for  that  it  fhould  be 
Lithoskipticum ,  as  the  Greeks  in  all  their 
compofitc  Words  of  this  kind  do  rejed  the 
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n  final,  of  which  they  gave  many  Inftances: 
This  hath  received  a  very  lufficient  Anfwer 
from  the  other  Side,  the  Word  having 
been  always  uled  by  the  Defendant  in  this 
Senfc,  and  in  this  fpclling.  I  fhall  now 
therefore  enter  into  the  Evidence  ;  but  be¬ 
fore  I  do  fo,  Gentlemen,  1  think  it  my 
Duty  to  obferve  to  youj  that  this  is  a  Pro- 
1  locution  of  a  very  lingular  kind.  The 
whole  Offence  charged  on  the  Defendants 
is  a  Miftake  only ;  for  which,  if  you  fhould 
convict  them  of  it,  they  will  be  entitled  to 
their  Colledge,  i.  e.  their  Clergy. 

1  mult  obferve  farther  to  you,  that  this 
Trial  is  brought  on  by  the  Culprits  thern- 
felves,  or  their  Friends,  who  being  difla- 
tisfied  at  the  Report  fpread  abroad  by  one 
Narrative,  have  infilled  on  this  folemn 
Delivery  by  their  Country. 

It  is  your  Charge  therefore  to  enquire 
whether  they  be  guilty  of  this  Indidlment. 

And,  Gentlemen,  the  Evidence  which 
hath  been  laid  before  you  to  prove  it  may 
be  reduced  to  thefe  Heads. 

Fir/},  That  the  Culprits  have  afferted, 
that  there  is  very  little  or  no  Blood  in  the 
human  Bladder-,  whereas  in  Truth  and  in 
Pact  there  is  Blood  there.  And  this.  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  is  laid  to  be  an  Error  in  Opinion. 

Secondly,  That  the  Lickliverum  was 
potioned  and  preferibed  into  the  deceafed 
in  very  large  Quantities. 

Thirdly , 
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Thirdly.,  That  no  Man  alive,  unlefs  one 
of  the  Culprits ,  knows  what  this  Lickli- 

VERUM  is.  . 

Fourthly ,  That  every  Man  knows  it  did 
the  Deceafed  no  Good,  and  therefore  the 
lon<r  Continuance  ol  it  was  contrary  to  all 
sood  Practice,  efpecially  as  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  done  him  Harm,  crc.  And 
thefe  three  laft,  Gentlemen,  arc  laid  to  be 
Errors  in  Pradicc. 

In  order  to  prove  this  Charge  on  the  Dc- 
fendants,  they  call  for  the  Profecutor,  firft, 
Serjeant  John  Narrative.  In  what  Capa¬ 
city  this  Perfon  is  a  Serjeant ,  non  conjtat : 
but  by  the  Treatment  which  he  hath  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Culprits,  and  their  \\  it- 
neffes,  1  think  you  cannot  take  him  lot- 
more  than  a  Serjeant  of  the  Foot-Guards 
at  the  higheft. 

The  Serjeant  I  muft  confefs  hath  given 
you  a  very  plain,  fuccinft,  and  I  believe 
impartial  Account  ot  this  Affair.  It  will 
be  necdlefs  for  me  to  repeat  his  Evidence 
over  to  you  j  the  rather,  as  he  fee  ms  fo  tar 
from  designing  to  raife  any  Charge  agamlt 
the  Defendants,  that  thofe  Particulars, 
which  appear  to  affed  them,  (if  indeed  any 
do)  have  been  extorted  from  him  by  the 
Prifoners  themfclves  and  their  Council,  and 
have,  to  fay  the  I  ruth,  been  principally 

made  material  by  their  ‘Defence . 
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The  Serjeant  tells  you,  that  one  of  the 
Culprits  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Bladder 
being  fur  nip  ed  with  but  few  Blood-Vejfels, 
could  not  fupply  any  great  Quantity  of 
Blood ;  and  that  another  went  hill  farther, 
and  afferted,  that  all  T>  {[charges  of  Blood 
fowed  riot from  the  Bladder ,  but  from  the 
Kidneys.  He  tells  you  likewife,  that  thp 
Lickliverum  was  preferibed  in  very  great. 
Quantities,  a  very  great  number  of  Ounces, 
and  that  it  was  potioned  into  the  Dcceafed. 
He  feems  likewife  to  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  Dcceafed  did  not  receive  any  great  good 
from  this  potioning  which  may  indeed  be 
fomewhat  concluded  from  one  Qircum- 
fancc  agreed,  as  it  is,  on  all  hands  5  and 
that  is,  that  he  grew  daily  worfe  and 
worfe. 

In  the  next  place,  Gentlemen,  they  en¬ 
deavour  to  produce  the  Authority  of  one 
ArettfuS)  who  dire&ly  affirms,  as  they  fay, 
that  there  is  Blood  in  the  Bladder.  Now 
the  Council  for  the  Pri loners  have  very 
properly  objected  to  the  reading  this  Evi¬ 
dence  :  for  fil'd,  this  Aretteus  is  a  very  an- 
tient  Author,  and  it  is  poffible  what  was 
Fradlice  in  his  Days  is  by  no  means  Prac¬ 
tice  now.  He  is  to  be  confidered  as  a 
mere  Tkyfical  Tear-Book ,  and  is  moil 
Probably  contradicted  by  a  hundred  fubfe- 
OjUent  Cafes.  There  is  a  Cafe  expreffly  in 
point  to  this  Purpofc,  where  the  Queftion 

being 
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being,  whether  or  no  the  Heart  was  on  the 
left  Side,  and  the  Liver  on  the  right,  as 
was  fuppofed  by  the  Antients,  it  was  held, 
that  the  Colledge  had  now  altered  all  that. 
And  furely  nothing  can  be  more  confident 
with  Reafon  5  for  if  it  be  admitted,  that  the 
human  Body  undergoes  fo  total  a  Change 
in  feven  Years,  as  not  to  contain  a  Angle 
Atom  of  its  former  felf,  what  Change  may 
we  not  fuppofe  it  to  have  undergone  in  fe- 
yentcen  hundred  ?  So  that  tho’  the  Bladder 
might  contain  Blood  Tempore  Aretreiy 
non  fequitur ,  that  it  doth  fo  at  this  Day. 

Secondly,  he  is  a  Greek ,  and  Graecum  non 
pot  eft  '  legiy  cannot  be  read  in  Evidence  : 
for  why,  Gentlemen,'  fhould  the  Phyfic  of 
the  Greeks  be  more  binding  to  our  Phyfi- 
cians,  than  their  Theology  to  our  Divines, 
or  their  Statutes  to  our  Lawyers  ?  Of  this 
Evidence  therefore,  Gentlemen,  you  are  to 
take  no  notice  5  for,  as  it  was  well  faid  at  the 
Bar,  it  would  be  very  hard  if  Men  fhould 
be  governed  by  Authorities,  which  the  Law 
doth  not  intend  them  to  be  able  to  read  i 
And  very  great  Inconvenicncies  might  cn- 
fue  from  admitting  fuch  kind  of  Evidence ; 
no  lefs  perhaps  than  the  total  Subverfion  of 
the  prefen t  eftablifhed  Rules  of  Phyfic. 
Many  a  good  Judgment  might  be  reverfed, 
under  which  the  Patient  hath  been  long 
time  at  peace  in  his  Grave }  for  fome  ob- 
icure  Point  in  Galen  and  Hippocrates 

might 
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might  prove  that  he  was  not  committed 
thither  fecundum  artem . 

The  next  Witnefs,  Gentlemen,  is  Mr. 
Hdvice ,  who  tells  you,  That  to  go  on  to  plie 
the  dec  e  a  fed  with  the  Lickliverum  when 
Matters  proceeded  from  bad  to  worfe  ( to 
fay  the  leaf  cf  it)  favours  of  Qhflinacy. 
He  then  proceeds  to  make  many  Reflexions 
on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Defendants, 
which  he  avers  the  Truth  of  by  a  very  flrong 
Figure  in  Speech,  miss.  TaJJing  them  over 
in  Silence. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  whole  Charge 
againft  the  Defendants ,  and  fo  flight  a  one 
might,  in  my  Opinion,  have  been  very  well 
over-looked  by  them, without  endeavouring 
to  bring  them fe Ives  to  a  Trial ;  nay,  they 
might  have  left  it  with  you  fafely  on  their 
Trial,  without  attempting  any  Defence  : 
For  I  muff  obferve  to  you,  that  as  to  all 
the  latter  and  principal  Part  of  the  Charge, 
there  is  not  a  T  ittle  of  Evidence.  However, 
as  they  have  thought  proper  to  go  into  their 
Defence,  it  is  my  Duty  to  lay  it  -before 
you. 

As  to  the  many  Scurrilities  which  their 

j 

Witnefies  (particularly  one  Hack ,  of  Grub - 
flreet)  have  thrown  on  the  CharaXer  of  the 
Serjeant,  they  give  me  only  occafion  to  la¬ 
ment  that  Trials  of  this  kind  can  never  be 
carried  on  without  them :  But  I  cannot 
help  taking  notice, that  as  they  are  improper 

and 
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and  unjuft,  fo  they  ate  totally  without 
Caufe  :  For,  as  the  Serjeant  could  not  have 
omitted  what  he  hath  done,  without  being 
a  difhoneft  Man  5  fo,  it  is  impoflible  for 
any  Man  in  doing  it,  to  preferve  more  Can¬ 
dour  towards  the  Defendants. 

Who,  Gentlemen,  in  their  Defence,  call 
you  one  Mr.  Anonymus  *  ?  And  he  tells  you, 
in  order-to  induce  you  to  believe  that  the 
Culprits  were  not  miftaken,  that  the  Blood- 
Veflels  of  the  Bladder  are  fmall  in  compan¬ 
ion  of  thofe  of  the  Kidneys  -f*,  and  therefore 
lefs  likely  to  throw  out  large  Quantities  of 
Blood.  And  he  tells  you  that  the  Mother 
of  the  ‘Deceafed  had  a  Stone  in  her  Kid¬ 
neys  ^  j  a  very  droifg  Argument,  Gentle¬ 
men,  if  ftriftly  attended  to  5  efpecially  if 
you  confider  it  was,  as  he  tells  you,  only  a 
Sufpicion  ;  that  one  of  the  Culprits  was  never 
pojitive  in  his  Opinion  IJ,  till  40  Ounces  of 
Blood  occafioned  a  wore  pop  true  Declara¬ 
tion  **  from  him.  So  that,  Gentlemen,  if 
you  believe  this  Witnefs,  no  pofitive  Opi¬ 
nion  can  even  at  laft  be  charged  on  him  : 
And  furely  it  would  be  the  hardeft  Cafe  ima¬ 
ginable  to  punifh  a  Man  only  for  fufpedting 
a  Stone  to  be  in  the  Kidneys,  when  any 
Man  alive  without  being  either  a  Phyiician 
or  a  Conjurer,  might  aimoft  have  fworn 
that  this  Sufpicion  was  true. 

As 

*  Letter  from  a  Phyfician  in  Town  to  another  at  Bath. 
f  Letter,  p.  c.  %  lb.  p.  7.  II  lb.  p.5,  &  8. 
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As  to  another  of  the  Culprits,  the  Witneis 
telis  you.  That  upon  the  Relation  which  the 
Deceafed  made  of  the  Calc  *  he  being  de~ 
fired  to  give  his  Thoughts  without  being 
firft  permitted  to  confer  with  the  for¬ 
mer  Culprit,  declared  his  Opinion  to  bey 
That  the  Deceafed  had  a  Stone  in  his 
Bladder  -f  :  For  which  foiemn  Decla¬ 
ration,  the  Witnefs  gives  you  feveral  Rea¬ 
sons,  and  amongft  the  reft,  his  Mothers  hav¬ 
ing  had  one  before  him. 

He  goes  on,  Gentlemen,  and  tells  you, 
that  upon  the  Deceafed  his  doubting  whether 
this  Opinion  was  right,  the  laid  Culprit  was 
farther  of  Opinion,  That  he  should^be 
searched  f  And  furely,  Gentlemen,  there 
could  be  no  fairer  Method  of  trying  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  in  the  right  or  no.  To  which 
I  add,  the  excellent  and  conclufive  Reafon 
given  by  the  Witnefs  for  this  fecond  Opi¬ 
nion,  viz.  In  order  before  they  took  any 
Method  to  dijfolve  ity  that  they  might 
come  at  a  Certainty  whether  there  was 
a  Stone  in  the  Bladder ,  or  no  || :  Conclud¬ 
ing,  doubtlefs,  that,  if  there  was  none  there* 
no  Lickliverum  in  the  World  could  dif- 
folve  it. 

The  Witnefs  next  applies  himfelf  to  a 
Branch  of  the  Indidment,  upon  which  no 
Evidence  was  given,  viz.  That  no  Man  a- 
live,  except  one  of  the  Culprits,  knows  what 

this 
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this  Lickliveirum  is.  I  fhall  however,  briefly 
colled  the  Subftance  of  what  he  hath  de- 
iivered  hereon. 

And,  Gentlemen,  he  tells  you,  firft,  that 
one  of  the  Culprits  who  agreed  to  this  Dolq 
did  not  know  what  it  was,  yet  he  knew 
what  the  other  Culprit  had  declared  to  any 
body  that  asks  about  it 

Secondly,  That  this  other  Culprit  is  not 
obliged  to  expofe  the  Compolition  of  this 
Dofe  to  the  World,  becaufe,  Firft,  He 
hath  given  it  to  his  Apothecary .  Secondly, 
Becaufe  he  is  not  obliged  to  give  his  Apo¬ 
thecary  a  pecuniary  Gratification  in  its 
Jlea<l\. 

Thirdly,  He  did  once  intend  to  have 
made  it  public-*  but  changed  his  Mind  >  be- 
caufe7  Firft,  another  Apothecary  might  not 
make  it  fo  well  j  and  fecondly,  might  not 
fell  it  fo  cheap  J . 

In  the  next  place,  Gentlemen^  this  Wit- 
nefs  tells  you,  in  dired  Contradidion  to  the 
Evidence  of  Mr.  Advicey  that  Matters  were 
fo  far  from  going  from  bad  to  worfe,  that 
it  was  impoflible  they  fhould  do  fo,  for  that 
the  bad  Symptoms  being  confiant  before * 
could  not  be  afterwards  more  than  con - 
ftant  || :  And  in  another  Part  of  his  Evi¬ 
dence,  this  fame  Witnefs  hath  told  you* 
that  Matters  were  bad  enough  before  this 

C  Lick * 
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Lickliverum  was  applied.  So  that  you  can¬ 
not  conclude  that  they  proceeded  from  bad 
to  v/orfe  by  the  Ulc  of  that  Medicine  ;  and 
whether  they  proceeded  from  bad  to  better 
is  not  material,  nor  the  Subjed  of  your 
Enquiry  ;  nor  is  any  fuch  Thing  attempted 
to  be  proved  to  you  :  for  no  fuch  Proof  is 
expected  from  the  Defendants. 

The  Serjeant  had  told  you,  that  the  Flux 
of  Blood  on  January  was  more  than 
ordinary.  Be  it  so,  lays  the  Witnefs, 
more  than  what  the  Deceafd  ordinarily 
had ,  (i.  e.  Ifuppofe  when  he  was  well)  but 
was  it  almoft  pure  Blood ,  was  the  'Dip- 
charge  fuch ,  that  it  could  not  with  a?iy 
Jujiice  lay  claim  to  the  Name  of  Urine  *  ? 
Now,  Gentlemen,  as  to  that  you  are  to 
know  that  there  are  two  Sorts  of  Urine. 
Urine  in  Fad,  and  Urine  in  Law.  The 
former  of  thefe  being  Urine  proper,  or 
that  which  hath  all  the  Qualities  of  Urine, 
*vi :Zu  Colour,  Smell,  <&c.  The  latter  is  that, 
which  tho’  it  hath  not  any  of  thefe,  may, 
however,  with  pome  Jujiice ,  lay  claim  to 
the  Name  of  Urine,  as  undoubtedly  this 
mu  ft  :  Firft,  as  it  was  not  pure  Blood  :  Se¬ 
condly,  as  it  came  from  the  Bladder,  where 
very  little  or  no  Blood  is :  Thirdly,  as  it 
came  through  a  certain  Vehicle  defigned  by 
Nature  not  for  the  Conveyance  of  Blood, 
but  ocher  Liquors  >  and  in  Perfons  of  the 

Age 
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Age  of  the  Deeeafed,  for  the  Conveyance 
of  Urine  only.  And,  Gentlemen,  from 
what  do  the  feveral  Liquors  which  diflil 
from  the  human  Body  take  their  Names, 
but  from  the  particular  Parts  whence  they 
flow  ?  Thus,  what  diftils  from  the  Pores 
is  called  Sweat  5  what  is  difeharged  by  the 
Momh,  Spittle  ,*  -thofc  which  come  from  the 
Ears,  Note,  Elbows,  ire.  have  all  their  fe¬ 
veral  Appellations  derived  from  their  feve¬ 
ral  Conduits,  tho’  fome  of  them  very  much 
refemble  each  other.  And  thus,  Gentle¬ 
men,  this  Liquor  flowing  through  that  Part 
often  mentioned  to  you  in  the  Cotirfe  of 
this  'Evidence,  may  certainly  with  fome 
'Juft  ice  lay  claim  to  the  Name  of  Urine. 

The  Witnefs  goes  on  in  thefe  W ords  : 
“  Had  the  Difcharge  of  Blood  been  greater, 
“  was  it  not  fucceeded  by  the  voiding  a  con- 
cc  fiderable  Quantity  of  gritty  Matter  of  the 
“  Colour  of  common  Houfe-Sand  }  And 
“  was  not  this  ^Difcharge  a  Reafon  for  the 
“  Culprits  to  proceed  with  the  Licklive - 
“  rum  5  efpeciaily  as  one  of  them  declared 
u  his  Opinion  to  be,  that  the  gritty  Matter 
“  or  Gravel  that  then  came  away,  was  from 
a  foft  Stone  half  difiolved  and  crufhed  in 
“  the  Paflage ;  which  Opinion  feems  fa - 
“  soured  by  the  Greatneis  of  the  Pain  the 
Deeeafed  fuffered  T  * 

This  Evidence,  Gentlemen,  the  Council 
for  the  Profecution  have  endeavoured  to 
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ridicule  >  and  one  of  them  in  particular 
hath  asked,  whether  this  great  cDifcharge 
of  Blood  and  Stones  favoured  with  the 
Greatnefs  of  Pain,  might  not  occafion  that 
fever  of  which  they  would  have  you  believe 
theDeceafed  had  all  the  apparent  Symptoms, 
and  of  which  they  would  likewife  infinuate 
that  he  died.  And  then,  Gentlemen,  they 
ask,  with  a  Sneer,  whether  this  Difcharge 
and  Pain  were  the  Recommendations  of 
this  Lickliverum  ? 

On  the  other  Side,  Gentlemen,  it  is  very 
well  anfwered  by  the  Council  for  the  De¬ 
fendant,  That  Pain,  notwithflanding  the 
Opinion  of  the  Vulgar,  is  one  of  the  beft 
Symptoms  which  a  Phyfician  can  wifh  to 
produce.  *That  a  very  wife  Se&  of  ancient 
Philofophcrs  maintained  it  was  no  Evil,  in 
which  Opinion  the  learned  Faculty  do  com 
cur ;  with  this  Difference  only,  that  the 
Stoics  fpeak  of  themfelves,  and  the  Doctors 
of  their  Patients.  That  Pain  is  one  of  the 
greateft  Privileges  which  Life  can  boaft  over 
Death ;  nor  can  Death  ever  come  while  the 
Phyfician  can  preferve  the  Patient  in  Pain: 
For  during  the  Continuance  of  that  whole- 
fome  Symptom,  no  Mortification  happens 
either  to  the  Patient  or  his  Do£bor.  And 
all  this,  Gentlemen,  they  confirm  from  two 
Cafes  in  Point.  The  firft  is  in  Sydenham  $ 
Reports,  Foi.  .  j Pain  is  Natures  mojl 
bitter  Medicine .  The  other  is  in  a  Book 
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of  as  high  phyficai  Authority  as  moft  ex¬ 
tant.  I  mean,  one  of  the  learned  Dr.  Mo - 
Here  s  Phyficai  E flays  ,*  where  the  Dodor 
having  asked  his  Patient  how  he  does>  he 
anfvvers.  In  great  Tain ;  to  which  the 
Podor  replies,  So  much  the  better . 

But,  Gentlemen,  the  Lickliverum  can 
not  only  produce  that  wholefome  Symptom 
Pain  5  it  can  likewife  give  that  more  plea- 
fantone,  Eafe :  Which  theWitnefs  tells  you, 
happened  to  the  Deceafed,  after  voiding  a 
Email  Stone  and  fome  Gravel.  The  only 
Doubt  which  the  Witnefs  makes  here,  is, 
whether  that  EfFed  proceeded  from  the 
Lickliverum  ;  and  the  only  Reafon  of  his 
Poubt  is,  that  the  very  fame  had  happened 
to  the  Deceafed  more  than  <mce ,  in  the 
Country ,  before  any  of  the  Lickliverum  had 
been potioned  into  him  *.  So  that.  Gentle¬ 
men,  you  fee  this  Lickliverum,  concerning 
which  the  Defendants  are  queftioned,  is  one 
of  the  moft  fovereign  Medicines  in  the 
World,  having  indeed,  the  contrariant  Qua¬ 
lities  of  that  excellent  Weed  Tobacco  Hie  \ 
and  indeed  it  were  well  to  be  wifhed,  that 
the  Defendant,  who  is  poflefied  of  this  inva¬ 
luable  No/irum ,  would  now  communicate 
it  to  the  World,  feeing  that  one  Apothecary, 
after  this  ’Publication  of  its.  great  Virtues, 
will  never  be  able  to  make  enough  to  an¬ 
swer  the  general  Demand ;  cfpecially  fince 
there  is,  as  the  Witnefs  informs  you,  fome 

*  Letter,  p.  19.  Nicety  , 
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Nicety  in  the  'Preparation ,  which  cannot 
well  he  hit  off,  but  by  07ie  who  hath  made 
the  Medicine  often  *.  Non  cx  quovis 
Ligno  fit  Lickliverum  Lithonskipticum. 

The  Witnefs  being  asked  by  fomebody, 
(I  don't  know  whom)  why  the  Defendants 
did  not  fettle  the  Point  whether  the  Blood 
was  difeharged  by  the  Kidneys  or  the  Blad¬ 
der  5  anfwers,  becaufe  they  did  not  debate 
it :  For,  fays  he,  if  they  had  debated  it , 
being  all  Friends,  they  would  have  un¬ 
doubtedly  agreed  in  Opinion ,  as  they 
always  did  in  what  was  the  Subjed  of 
their  Debates  'f*.  And  this  mutt  infufe  into 
you  an  Opinion  of  their  great  Good-Breed¬ 
ing. 

The  Witnefs  then,  Gentlemen,  goes  on 
to  account  for  the  Hopes  which  the  Defen¬ 
dants  entertained  that  the  Dccealed  might 
recover.  Upon  this  Head  I  own  he  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  confufed  5  which  I  mutt  obferve  to  you 
generally  happens  when  any  Perfon  begins 
with  thefc  Words,  (as  the  Witnefs  does)  In 
ORDER  TO  CLEAR  UP  THIS  POINT.  HOW- 
ever,  he  tells  you  in  exprefs  Words,  “  That 
“  there  was  a  Lofs  of  at  leaft  forty  Ounces 
if  of  Blood  in  the  compafs  of  a  few  Hours  5 
€t  and  this  in  a  Man  who  never  bore  bleed- 
C£  ing  well,  being  always  faint  and  low  af- 
t£  ter  taking  away  any  conftderable  Quan- 
<c  tity,  and  who  was  now  near  feventy  Years 
Cc  of  Age,  which  might  very  well  occafion 

“  the 
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si  the  Symptoms  the  Serjeant  mentions  5  as 
“  the  Coldnefs  and  Clamminefs  of  his 
<c  Hands,  the  finking  of  the  Puife,  and  the 
lC  leaping  of  the  Tendons,  which  the  Wit- 
cc  nels  fays,  he  makes  no  doubt  was 
“  the  Cafe  */’  Now,  Gentlemen,  I  mull 
own  that  this  Evidence,  at  the  firft 
Blufh,  Teems  to  make  againft  the  Defendants, 
and  a  Perfon  with  no  Imputation  of  being 
illiterate,  if  he  was  not  an  Adept  in  Arte 
Medico  might  have  fome  Difficulty  to  find 
out  on  which  ofthefe  Symptoms, or  whether 
on  all  taken  together,  the  Defendants 
founded  their  Hopes  5  and  accordingly  the 
Council  for  the  Profecution  have  triumphed 
greatly,  telling  you  faced oufly,  that  a  rea- 
fonable  Man  could  not  hope  for  above  a 
Fee  more  at  the  mod.  To  this  however,  a 
very  fatisfaftory  Anfwer  hath  been  given  by 
two  DiEta  of  great  Authority,  which  have 
been  cited  on  the  other  Side,  and  by  which 
I  muft  fay,  the  Defendants  were  fully  jufti- 
fied  in  the  Hopes  they  entertained  ;  and 
both  thefe  DiEta  are  exprefly  in  Point. 
Firft,  That  while  there  is  Life ,  (and  that 
it  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  there  was) 
there  is  Hope.  Secondly,  That  when 
Things  are  at  the  worft  (which  was  cer¬ 
tainly  the  Cafe  here)  they  will  mend . 

In  the  next  place.  Gentlemen,  the  YVit- 
nefs  fpeaks  to  the  Chara&er  of  Mr.  Advice , 
who  he  fays,  with  fome  Bittcrnefs,  is  aThy- 

*  Letter,  p.  20,  21.  Jician , 
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fician,  and  a  Man  of  Learning,  he  H ot>£s 
not  of  the  Colledge*;  indeed  I  hope 
fo  too.  Now  I  mud  obferve  to  you,  that 
however  fcandalous  the  Charafter  of  a 
Man  of  Learning  may  be  in  any  Society, 
and  that  on  very  wife  and  good  Grounds* 
yet  fuch  Character  cannot  impeach  his  Evi¬ 
dence  :  for  tho*  perhaps  it  is  highly  fit  and 
proper  to  difcourage  Learning  in  all  Pro- 
felllons,  and  we  accordingly  lee  it  praftifed 
in  them  all  *  yet  the  Chara&ers  of  Learning 
and  Honefty  imply  no  abfolute  Contradic¬ 
tion,  and  may  be  intended  fo  to  Hand  toge¬ 
ther,  that  it  is  not  a  fufficient  Exception  to 
the  Belief  of  what  fuch  a  Perfon  depofes. 

The  next  material  Circumftance  which 
the  Witnefs  tells  you,  is,  Gentlemen,  in 
Anfwer  to  the  Serjeant  .who  had  faid,  that 
<c  What  put  them  on  preffing  the  Opera- 
u  tion  of  the  Catheter ,  was  to  draw  from 
“  the  Bladder  the  grumous  Blood,  and 
<c  thereby  reftore  that  Velfel  to  its  former 
“  Tone." 

Here ,  fays  this  Witnefs,  was  abundant 
room  for  Reflection  i  here  was  indeed  an 
Error ,  and  one  that  needed  no  Aggrava¬ 
tion .  Three  grave  and  learned  Doc¬ 
tors,  fitting  in  deep  Confutation ,  take  it 
into  their  wife  Heads ,  that  Clots  of  coj 
agulated  Blood  may  be  drawn  off  thro  the 
Catheter !  He  then  proceeds  to  this  Que- 
“  ftion :  Now  in  this  Particular,  who  doth 

*  Letter,  p.  »i. 
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c<  noi  fee,  that  the  whole  is  owing  to  a 
ffc  little  piece  of  Inadvertence  in  the  Ser- 
c<  jeant,  who  fhould  have  laid,  the  Phyfi- 
“  dans  propofed  to  draw  off  the  Urine 
To  this,  Gentlemen,  the  Council  for  the 
Prolecution  have  attempted  to  reply  5  That 
this  could  hardly  be  the  Meaning  of  the  Doc¬ 
tors, becaufe  theSerjeant  had  already  told  you3 
that  £c  at  this  time,  the  Urine  impregnated 
with  this  grumous  Matter,  rather  ex- 
ceeded  in  Quantity  all  he  drank  5 
“  wetting  four  or  five  and  thirty  Napkins 
“  every  twenty-four  Hours."  To  this  they 
add  an  Expreffion,  which  hath  before  dropt 
from  the  Defendant's  Witnefs.;  that  the 
Deceafed  was  attended  with  almost  inces¬ 
sant  Micturition  5  fo  they  would  per- 
fuadc  you,  Gentlemen,  that  the  Defendants 
could  have  no  fuch  Motive  for  this  Opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Catheter ,  unlcfs  you  will  be¬ 
lieve  they  defired  the  Deceafed  ihould,  by 
an  artificial  Method,  do  that  with  Pain, 
which  Nature  incefiantly  prompted  him  to 
do  without  it. 

But  I  muit  obferve  to  you,  Gentlemen, 
that  this  Argument  proves  too  much.  Had 
the  Urine  of  the  Deceafed  equalled  the  Li¬ 
quors  which  he  drank,  I  own  indeed  it 
might  be  fome  reafon  for  you  to  conclude, 
that  he  had  none  left  in  his  Bladder,  and 
confequently  there  was  no  occafion  for  a 

D  Catheter 
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Catheter  to  draw  it  away.  Bat  as  the  Ser¬ 
jeant  him  felt  informs  you,  that  it  exceeded 
that  Quantity,  non  conftat  how  much  it 
exceeded.  As  therefore  this  Urine  muft 
proceed  from  fomc  other  Caufe  befides  that 
of  Drinking,  which  Caufe  noLaw  extant  can 
oblige  the  Defendants  to  have  known,  I  can¬ 
not  fee  why  the  Defendants  fhould  be  con¬ 
cluded  from  faying,  that  they  hied  the  Ca¬ 
theter  to  draw  off  the  remaining  Urine, 
how  great  foever  the  Difcharge  was  in  the 
natural  Way.  When  all  the  Liquor  pur  in¬ 
to  a  Bottle  is  drank  out  of  it,  he  would  be 
cftcemed  a  Elly  Fellow  who  fhould  apply'  a 
Hyphon  to  di  aw  off  the  reft :  For,  commonly 
fpeaking,  no  more  Liquor  can  ever  be  pour¬ 
ed  out  of  a  Veffel  than  is  before  poured  in¬ 
to  it  5  but  if  we  admit,  as  the  Defendants 
have  here,  that  any  V effel  contains  more  Li¬ 
quor  than  was  ever  put  into  it,  this  Excels 
can  never  be  reduced  to  any  Certainty  3  fo 
you  may  hyphon  and  catheter  on  to  Eter¬ 
nity. 

The  Witnefs  then  proceeds  in  the  laft 
Place  to  ask  of  himfelf  this  important 
Query  ?  What  was  it  that  the  Deceafed 
died  of?  And  here  I  muft  confefs  (lays 
he)  I  am  greatly  at  a  lofs  for  a  clear 
and  fatisfaBory  Anfwer.  He  then  fhews 
the  :  everal  Things  which  could  not  occauon 
his  Death,  and  at  laft  concludes,  that  if  that 
\ Diarrhoea .  which  at  laft  battened  his 

Death, 
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‘Death,  could  have  been  Jlopt,  he  might 
not  have  died  'f*. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  Evidence  on 
both  Sides ;  and  I  muft  obferve  to  you, 
firft,  with  Relation  to  the  Error  in  Opinion 
with  which  the  Defendants  are  charged, 
viz.  That  the  Bladder  contains  none  or 
very  little  Blood  s  the  Defendants  muft.be 
acquitted.  Fir  ft,  Becaufe  if  you  believe  their 
Witnefs,  they  were  in  reality  of  no  Opinion 
at  all.  Secondly ,  Bccaufe,  except  the  Evi¬ 
dence  of  Aretaus,  which,  as  I  have  obferved 
to  you,  ought  not  to  be  read,  and  therefore, 
tho’  it  hath  been  thrown  out  to  you  at  the 
Bar,  you  ouglr  to  lay  no  Weight  upon  it : 
Except  this,  I  fay  there  is  no  other  Evidence 
that  this  is  not  true  in  Fad  ;  befides  the  Ser¬ 
jeant's  Opinion,  who,  Gentlemen,  may  be 
himfelf  miflaken  :  And,  Thirdly ,  Becaufe  it 
appears  to  you,  that  in  Fad  he  is  miftaken  : 
For,  as  it  was  urged  by  the  Council,  Na¬ 
ture  never  makes  one  Thing  for  feveral 
Purpofes,  and  therefore,  as  we  all  know, 
that  the  Bladder  was  intended  to  con¬ 
tain  two  Things,  viz.  Urine  and  Wind, 
it  would  be  highly  unrealonable  to  look 
out  for  a  third  Ufe. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  with  P^egard  to  the 
Lickliverum,  the  only  Queftion  is.  Whe¬ 
ther  you  can  imagine  that  occasioned,  or  at 
leaft  contributed  to  the  Death  of  the  De- 
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ecafed,  and  this  mod  certainly  you  cannot  s 
For,  as  there  is  no  cxprefs  Proof  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  you  are  to  intend  every  thing  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Defendants  5  two  Points  have 
been  therefore  well  infilled  on  by  their 
Council,  in  the  firft  place,  undoubtedly 
true  it  is,  that  a  Man  may  die  without  tak¬ 
ing  this  Lickliverum .  This  is  too  plain  to 
require  any  Proof.  Secondly ,  A  Man  may 
take  this  Lickliverum  without  dying  :  For, 
as  the  Defendants  Witnefs  hath  told  you, 
one  of  the  ‘ Defendants  him  fe  If  hath  taken 
twice  the  (fit  ant  it  y  in  the  fame  Space  of 
Time.  This  Evidence  was  indeed  objected 
to  ;  but  the  Objection  over- ruled  by  the 
Court  :  For  tho’  it  is  admitted  to  be  the 
general  Prefumption,  that  no  Phyfkianever 
rakes  his  own  Thy  Pick,  yet  ftabit  Tr£-  n 
fumptio  donee . 

But,  Gentlemen,  I  muft  obferve  to  you, 
there  is  one  very  material  Circumflance, 
and  which  nnifl  abfolutely  acquit  the  De¬ 
fendants,  whatever  might  be  your  Opinion 
on  the  other  Points.  And  this  is,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  it  is  fo  far  from  being  prov¬ 
ed  to  you,  that  the  Deceafed  is  in  Reality 
dead,  that  the  contrary  is  mod  probable, 
if  not  abfolutely  certain  :  For  as  the  De¬ 
fendants  Witnefs  hath  told  you  that  he 
cannot  tell  what  the  Deceafed  died  of  $ 
and  as  we  muft  fuppofe  he  hath  had  frequent 
Communication  with  all  the  Defendants 
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thereon  j  (indeed  many  Parts  of  his  Evi¬ 
dence  feem  neceffarily  to  come  from  the 
Defendants  themfelves :)  a  Circumdance 
which  I  do  not  mention  in  this  particular 
Cafe  to  invalidate  it  ;  for  I  believe  the  ho¬ 
ned  Man  hath  told  yon  all  he  knows.  Now 
1  fay,  we  mud  hence  conclude  that  none 
of  the  Defendants  do  at  this  time  know  of 
what  Didemper  the  Deceafed  did  die. 
\Vhat  then,  Gentlemen,  is  the  apted  Infe¬ 
rence  you  are  to  draw  from  thence,  but 
that  he  is  not  in  Fad  dead  ?  For  can  it  be 
imagined,  that  after  fo  long  an  Attendance 
on  him  while  alive,  and  even  after  open¬ 
ing  his  Body  fince  his  Death,  that  not  one 
of  thefe  learned  Gentlemen  fliould  be  able 
to  give  any  iatisfadory  Anlwer  concerning 
the  Caufe  of  his  Death  ?  To  this  I  know 
it  may  be  objeded,  that  whatever  Force 
there  might  be  in  this  Argument,  efpeciaily 
in  the  Cafe  of  great  Men,  many  of  whom 
have  been  fufpeded  to  be  alive  even  after  a 
public  Death,  as  was  the  Cafe  of  Terkin 
IVarbeck ,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth ,  &c.  the 
latter  of  whom  is  by  fome  very  judicious 
Pjrfons  fuppofed  to  be  alive  even  at  this  Day; 
yet,  after  a  folemn  Opening  of  the  Body, 
there  can  be  no  Latitude  for  fuch  Conjec¬ 
tures;  the  natural  Death  of  fuch  Body  being 
a  Condition  precedent,  without  which  there 
arc  no  Precedents  in  Pradi  ceto  judifyany 
fuch  Proceeding.  To  this  I  anfwer  by  a  ve- 
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ry  plain  Qucftion  :  Is  it  not  as  likely,  nay 
more  reasonable  to  imagine  that  this  dead 
Body  on  which  the  Defendants  fat,  was  in 
Reality  the  Body  of  fome  other  Man,  or 
even  of  fome  other  Animal  ?  Would  not 
the  Miftake  in  this  Cafe  be  much  more 
eafily  accounted  for,  than  the  Doubt  of  the 
other  ?  Nor  is  this  Miftake  at  all  improba¬ 
ble,  if  it  be  confidered  that  one  of  the  Defen- 
dants,  not  making  (b  much  Hafte  to  a  dead 
Patient  as  it  is  likely  he  would  have  done  to 
a  living  one,  did  not  arrive  till  the  Diffettion 
was  over  :  Nor  are  we  to  fuppofe  that  the  o- 
thers  were  very  curious  or  felicitous  in  their 
Enquiry >  for  when  the  Body  is  dead,  it  is 
out  of  the  Reach  of  Phyfic  as  well  as  of  the 
Law. 

Upon  the  whole.  Gentlemen,  I  think  you 
muft  acquit  the  Defendants. 

Which  the  Jury  immediately  did ,  with¬ 
out  withdrawing  from  the  Bar , 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Shortly  will  be  publifhed 
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GATALOGUS  L1BR0RUM 

In  Arte  Medica  Rrceflantium  j 

O  R, 

A  Catalogue  of  Choice  BOOKS 
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in  the  Art  of  Physic  : 

Being  the  Library  of  an  Eminent  Phyfician 
who  hath  left  off  Study. 

Which  will  be  fold  cheap. 

Among  many  others  equally  valuable,  are  the 
,-v.  following. 

1  X)  A  RAC  E  L  SI  Opera  omnia . 

2  Jl  Scriptores  cont.  Galen .  6  Vol$8  in 

FoL 

3  He  Infcitia  Veter  urn ,  dr  quidem  maxi - 

me  de  HippocratisErroribus ?  Chart, 
max. 
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f  D e  Febri  Nervofa  :  Being  a  perfect 
Theory  of  the  Fever  upon  the 
Spirits;  a  Diftemper  which  firft 
made  its  Appearance  in  the  City  of 
London ,  An.  1726. 

y  < P>e  Podagra  renovanda ,  or,  a  Method 
of  bringing  on  a  Fit  of  the  Gout. 

6  Laus  Aquarian  :  Being  a  Hiftory  of  all 

the  Waters  in  Great  Britain ;  to 
wit,  Waters,  Brijio l  Waters* 

Waters,  Chippenham  Waters, 
Road  Waters,  Tunbridge  Waters, 
Scarborough  Waters,  Althrop  Wa¬ 
ters,  Iflmgton  Waters,  eTr.  - 

tSVvz  W  aters.  With  Dire&ions  when 
to  fend  a  Patient  to  them. 

7  Ars  Mathetica ;  or,  a  fhort  and  eafy 

Way  of  attaining  Knowledge  Q.  S\ 
in  Pnyfic,  without  Lo fs  of  Time  or 
Expence  ;  with  two  Diflertations  on 
theUfe,  1.  Of  Hofpitals.  2.  Of  the 
Church-yard. 

8  Ars  PraPtica7  or  the  M  ethod  of  getting 

Bu finds  and  Reputation  :  Contain¬ 
ing  the  Secret  of  Puffing,  cajoling 
Apothecaries,  &c.  To  which  is  ad¬ 
ded,  by  way  of  Appendix,  a  fhort 
Effay  on  the  Countenance,  Cane, 
Perriwig  and  Chariot. 

9.  Liber  Aureus7  or  Ars  Tactic  a,  omni¬ 
bus  Perfonis ,  Locis  &  Temporibus 
accommodata . 
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AT.  B.  A  grave  and  learned  Phyfician 
having  pemfedthis  Book,  faid,no  Prac¬ 
titioner  whatever  fhould  venture  to 
make  a  Vifit  without  this  little  Book 
in  his  Pocket. 

io  "De  Ign&rantia  celanda :  Being  the 
Art  of  Prefcribing  for  a  Patient 
without  knowing  his  Diftemper. 

Notey  They  are  all  tranflated  into 
Enghjh. 
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PROJECT 

FOR  THE 

Advancement  of  Physic  in  this 
Ifland,  by  abolifhing  the  Coll. 
&*c.  Humbly  addrefs’d  to  the 
the  faid  Society. 

G  ENTLEMEN, 

AS  the  Welfare  of  the  Publick  has  al¬ 
ways  been  the  principal  Objed  of 
my  Studies,  it  has  been  no  fmall  Concern 
to  me  to  have  obferved  the  Animofities 
which  have  at  all  Times  fubfifted,  and  ft  ill 
continue  to  fubfift,  tho*  in  a  lefs  Degree, 
between  the  different  Branches  of  the  Fa¬ 
culty  of  Phyfic  i  - - -  to  wit,  between 

the  regular-bred  Phvficians,  or  your  lear¬ 
ned  Body,  on  one  hand,  and  thofe  Au> 
todidaffi,  or  fe If- taught  Praditioners,  on 
the  other  5  upon  whom  the  Ancients  be- 
ftowed  the  noble  Title  of  Empiricks ,  but 

whom  we  Moderns  have  endeavoured  to 

E  2  degrade, 
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degrade,  by  giving  them  the  lefs  honoura¬ 
ble  Name  of  Quacks.  For  my  own  part? 
as  I  look  upon  both  Parties  to  be  inlifted  in 
the  Service  of  the  Public,  and  the  former? 
if  I  may  be  allowed  the  Metaphor,  to  be 
the  regularly  difeiplined  Troops?  the  latter, 
the  Hu  liars  and  Pandours  of  the  phyfical 
Militia,  I  eflcem  their  Difagreemcnt  to  be 
a  kind  of  Civil  War,  tending  greatly  to  the 
Prejudice  of  the  Public,  whofc  Pay  they  re¬ 
ceive  5  and  for  that  Rcafon,  as  a  hearty  • 
Lover  of  the  Community, — I  cannot  but 
ftnccrely  wifh  thefe  Animofities  were  at  an 
End,  and  that,  for  the  future,  a  firm  and 
indiflbluble  Union  might  be  eltablilhed  be¬ 
tween  both  Parties.  I  have,  therefore, 
taken  the  liberty  to  offer  you  my  Sentiments 
concerning  the  moll  proper  Method  of  ef¬ 
fecting  luch  an  Union,  or  bringing  about  a 
Treaty  of  Peace,  Unity  and  Friendfhip,  (as 
well  offenlive  as  defenfive)  between  the 
learned  Society  of  IV-r-k-  Lane 5  and  the 
Empiric  ks  afore  laid,  wherefoever  difperfed, 
throughout  this  great  Metropolis. 

It  is  poflible,  Gentlemen,  that  fome  of 
you  may  be  ftartled  at  a  Propofal  of  this 
Kind,  fince,  by  the  Laws  of  your  Society, 

you 
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you  have  obliged  yourfelves  not  to  treat 
with  your  Adverfaries,  or  enter  into  any 
kind  of  Commerce  with  them,  left  you 
ihould  thereby  derogate  from  the  Dignity 
of  your  Corps.  But  if  you  confidcr,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  the  Times  in  which  thole  Laws 
were  made,  (according  to  the  Dire&ions  of 
your  Mailer  Hippocrates ,  who  in  Jiis  Book 
of  Precepts,  adviles  you  to  have  a  regard  to 
Times  and  Occalions ;)  and  take  notice  that 
altho,  at  the  Time  when  they  were  made, 
your  Adverfaries  were  but  a  very  inconltde- 
rable  Body  of  Men,  (to  fay  no  worfe  of 
them)  yet,  as  they  have  been  ever  fince  in- 
creafing  in  Dignity,  and  in  the  Eftimation 
of  People  of  the  highelt  Rank,  you  will 
not,  I  am  perfuaded,  think  it  any  longer  a 
Difhonour  to  you  to  treat  them  with  a  little 
more  Relped  and  Complaifance,  efpccially 
fince  the  ellablifhing  a  per  fed  Harmony  and 
.  Correfpondence  between  you  and  them, 
will  greatly  tend  to  promote  your  mutual 
Intcrelt. 

•  And,  indeed,  if  one  may  judge  of  the 
Sentiments  of  your  Society  at  large,  by  the 
Behaviour  of  fome  of  its  Members,  there 
is  now  greater  Reafon  than  ever  to  enter¬ 
tain 
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tain  Hopes  of  a  Reconciliation . - Since,  if 

I  am  not  miftnformd,  (for  I  only  fpcak  by 
Hearfay)  there  are  not  wanting  Inftances  of 
fome  who,  (to  their  Honour  be  it  fpoken) 
have  laid  afide  Ceremonials  fo  far,  as  to  ad¬ 
mit  thefe  Empiricks  to  fome  degree  of  Fa¬ 
vour,  and  even  Familiarity,  in  private, 
however  referv’d  they  may  appear  Tto  them 
in  public. 

To  proceed  then  to  my  Scheme.* - - 

It  is  confefled  on  all  hands,  that  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Matter  of  Difpute  between  your  illu- 
flrious  Society,  and  the  noble  Fraternity 
whom  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  has  always 
been  that  of  Precedency,  or,  in  other 
Words,  Who  flail  be  uppermojt . — -And  it 
is  no  Wonder  that  there  fhould  be  fuch  a 
warm  Conteft  between  thofe  who  are  in 
the  College,  and  thofe  who  are  out  of  it, 
about  this  invaluable  Privilege  $  fince  it  is 
univerfally  allowed,  by  fuch  as  underhand 
the  true  Value  of  Things,  that  Rank  or  Pre¬ 
cedency  is  almoft  the  only  Thing  in  Life 
which  is  worth  contending  for  :  bur  if  it  be 
worth  contending  for  by  others,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  more  worthy  to  be  contended  for  by 

Phy- 
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Phyficians,  fince  the  Profeilion  of  it  is  at¬ 
tended  with  another,  left  valuable,  indeed, 
but  by  no  means  contemptible  Acquifition, 

viz.  that  of  Wealth. - The  Defign  of 

my  Scheme  is  to  banifh  all  Occafion  of 
Contention,  for  the  future,  by  abolifhing 
all  Diftindions,  and  reducing  the  contend¬ 
ing  Parties  to  a  level. - You  may  objed 

to  my  Scheme,  perhaps,  as  calculated  to 

deprive  you  of  your  Right.- - But,  tho* 

I  am  ready  to  allow  that  you  were,  fome 
Ages  ago,  in  Pofieffion  of  this  Privilege  of 
Precedency,  yet  I  cannot  fo  eafily  allow 
that  you  had  a  Right  to  the  Poffeflion  of 
it. — -On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  me, 
that,  as  the  Empiricks  have  got  the  Start  of 
you  in  the  Eftimation  of  all  the  polite  and 
fafhionable  World,  fo  they  are,  in  reality, 
ftridly  intitled  to  that  Precedency  5  the  Pof¬ 
feflion  of  which,  was  formerly,  contrary  to 
Reafon  and  Equity,  wrefted  from  them. 


Your  Adverfaries  Claim  to  Precedency  is 

founded  in  two  Things : - Eirft,  The 

greater  Antiquity  of  their  Sed  j  and.  Se¬ 
condly,  Their  luperior  Merit. - 1  fhall 

confider  each  of  thefe  Claims  feparately  5 

and 
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and,  if  I  can  make  it  appear,  as  I  doubt  not 
I  fhall  do,  that  they  are  your  Superiors  in 
both  thefe  Relpeds,  I  hope  you  will  then 
be  convinced  that  I  am  not  going  to  de¬ 
prive  you  of  your  Rights,  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  you  will  be  Gainers  rather  than 
Lofers  by  my  Scheme, 

I  mud  obferve  then,  with  regard  to  the 
Antiquity  of  the  Empirical  Sed,  that,  upon 
the  mod  diligent  Inquiry  into  this  Subjed, 
their  Claim  appears  to  me  to  be  well 
grounded  To  fatisfy  myfelf  in  this  Point, 

I  have  confulted  mod  of  the  Hidories  of 

>  *■ 

Phylic  now  extant,  and  fhall  here  prefen t 
you  withafewObfervations  on  the  whole. 

To  begin  then  at  the  Fountain-head  > 
thefe  Hidories  inform  us  that  c/ Hfcnlapius 
himfelf,  who  is  allowed  on  all  hands  to  have 
been  the  Inventor  of  the  Art  of  Medicine, 
was,  in  the  drifted  Senfe  of  the  Word,  an 
Empiric,  and  ufed  to  didribute  his  Pack¬ 
ets  in  the  Streets  (as  Herodotus  fays) 
to  fuch  as  would  purchafe  them  $  which 
only  the  lowed  of  our  Empiricks  do  at 
prefent :  And  a  learned  Countryman  of 

ours. 
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ours,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  Favour¬ 
er  of  this  Sed  himfelf,  affirms  that  the 
Afclepiadean  Family,  or  the  Defendants  of 
tsEfculapius ,  who  continued  to  be  the 
foie  Proprietors  of  Phyfic  for  about  (even 
hundred  Years,  were  nothing  more  nor  lefs 
than  a  Race  of  Quacks.  The  two  Sons  of 
C yEfculapius,  Todalirius  and  Machaon, 
whom  a  late  Society,  (either  out  of  their 
Affedion  to  the  Art,  or  to  ffiew  who  they 
are  defeended  from)  have  chofen  to  be 
the  Supporters  of  their  Coat  of  Arms,  are 
faid  to  have  been  very  eminent  in  their 
Father's  Trade  5  and  even  Hippocrates  him¬ 
felf  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  been  of 
this  Sed :  but  as  he  was  not  poflefled  of 
any  Noftrums,  which  are  the  very  Effen- 
tials  of  a  true  Empirick  5  and  befides,  pro- 
feffed  to  found  Phyfic  upon  Philofophy,  I 
cannot  allow  him  the  Honour  to  have  been 
of  the  Number. 

► 

It  appears  from  thefe  few  Inftances,  that 
the  Antiquity  ofEmpiricifm  cannot,  with 
any  Shew  of  Reafon,  be  controverted  5  and 
that  thofe  Hiftorians  mud  have  been  in  an 
Error,  who  make  one  Scrap  ion  of  Alex- 

£  andria, 
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an  dr  ia  to  have  been  the  Founder  of  the  Em- 
pirick  Se£t.  For  Quackery  muft  have  been 
as  ancient  as  the  World  >  and  the  Reafon 
why  Serapion  had  the  Honour  of  being 
thought  the  Inventor  of  it,  was  becaufe 
he  perfected  it,  and  reduced  it  to  an  Art* 
For  it  is  to  him  that  we  owe  that  great 
Difcovery,  which  the  prefent  Age  have 
taken  the  Honour  of  upon  themfdves,  viz. 
That  Reafoning  and  Philofophy  are  fo  far 
from  having  any  Tendency  to  improve  the 
Art  of  Phyfick,  that  they  are  in  reality  a 
very  great  Difadvantage  to  it. 

But  we  need  not  fearch  into  Hiftory  for 
Proofs  of  the  Antiquity  of  Empiricifm,: 
fince  it  is  plain*,  from  the  Nature  of  Things, 
that  it  muft  be  of  much  older  Date  than 
Rational,  or  Dogmatical  Medicine  (as  I 
think  you  call  it)  which  you,  Gentlemen 
of  the  College,  have  always  profefs'd  your- 
fclves  to  be  Admirers  of :  for  rational  Phy¬ 
fick  requires  the  Alliftancc  of  many  other 
fubordinate  Arcs,  which  are  not  to  be  at¬ 
tain'd  without  proper  Inftruclors,  long  At¬ 
tention,  and  hard  Study,  according  to  that 
Saying  of  Hippocrates ,  Ars  lcnga}  6c c. — 

But 
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But  the  Facility  and  Quickncfs,  with  which 
a  Man  may  become  an  Adept  in  Empiri- 
cifrn  is  almoft  inconceivable  5  it  requires  no 
previous  Knowledge  of  Languages  or  Arts, 
nor  beating  of  the  Brains  about  Caufes  or 
Principles,  and  the  philofophical  Rcafon  of 
Things.  A  Man  may  learn  it  without  the 
Affiftance  of  a  Matter ;  it  is- indeed  a  Sort 
of  Gift  (as  the  Empirics  in  Divinity  have 
it)  and  at  moil,  requires  fome  little  Help 
from  his  Grandmother  or  his  Nurfc. 


Having  thus  fully  proved  the  Antiquity 
of  Empiricifm,  I  proceed  to  my  fecond 
Head,  which  is  to  Ihew  the  Superiority  of  the 
Empiricks  to  you,  Gentlemen  Dogmatifis, 
in  point  of  Merit. —  But  this  is  fo.  evident, 
that  I  am  almoft  afham’d  to  undertake  the 
Proofs  of  it.— The  World,  in  general,  and 
particularly  the  more  Polite,  and  mpre  ex¬ 
alted  Part  of  them,  will  readily  concur  with 
me  in  this  Opinion. — Time  was,  indeed, 
when  the  Practice  of  Phyfick  was  thought 
fo  difficult  and  'important,  that  none  but 
Men  of  the  greateft  Learning,  Sagacity, 
and  Abilities  were  permitted  to  manage  it, 
and  upon  this  foot  your  College  was  c- 

F  3  reeled  j 
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reeled ;  but  the  Face  of  Phyfick  has  been 
much  changed  fince. — Learning  has  long 
been  out  of  Date  —  and  no  wonder  ;  for 
what  can  be  the  ufe  of  beating  one’s  Brains* 
and  deftroying  one’s  Health,  to  comprehend 
the  Meaning  of  old  muftyAuthors  who  lived 
Lome  thou fand  Years  ago — ?Can  we  fuppofe 
the  World  in  its  Infancy  to  have  been  wifex 
than  it  is  now  in  its  Maturity  ?  Thefe  Am 
cients  thought,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  a 
Man  to  be  a  Philofopher  before  he  com¬ 
menced  Phyfician  5  but  are  we  obliged  to 
think  fo  too?  No  Purely  -—for  whatever 
Ufc  Philofophy  may  be  of  to  the  Mecha- 
nick  Arts,  it  is  now  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  neither  Phyfick  nor  Divinity  were  ever 
yet  a  Jot  the  better  for  it. — ■  But  of  all  Phi¬ 
lofophy  the  ancient,  for  the  Reafon  juft  now 
given,  muft  Purely  be  the  worft.  — *  There  is 
a  Fafhion  in  Phyfick,  as  well  as  there  is  in 
Drcfs  ;  but  if  it  would  be  abfuad  for  us  to 
negled  the  prefent  Mode,  and  drefs  our- 
feives  up  in  the  Habits  of  the  Greeks ,  is  it 
not  equally  abfurd  for  11s  to  copy  them  in 
the  Fafhion  of  their  Phyfick  —  ? 


The 
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The  World,  'tis  true,  continued  for 
many  Centuries  together  in  a  State  of  ab* 
jed  Submiflion  to  thefe  Ancients,  and 
were  taught  to  pay  an  implicit  Regard  to 
the  Didates  of  an  Hippocrates  or  a  Galen. 

_ And  the  Matter  went  fo  far,  that  even 

fo  late  as  the  time  when  your  Society  was 
inftituted,  (as  I  am  told)  a  Man,  who  was 
not  thoroughly  verfed  in  Galen ,  was 
thought  to  be  as  unqualified  to  pradile 
Phyfick,  as  a  Divine,  who  had  never  read 
his  Bible,  was  to  preach.— But  a  few  Alin¬ 
ing  Genius’s  at  length  arofe,  and  aflifted 

us  in  fliaking  off  the  Yoke.' - 'How 

much  are  we  of  this  Age  obliged  to 
one  Man  in  particular,  for  informing  us 
that  the  true  Method  of  becoming  Phy- 
ficians,  was  not  to  flock  to  the  Univcffi- 
ties,  but  to  apply  to  Old  Women,  Conju¬ 
rers,  Mountebanks,  and  the  like  ?  And  his 
Reafon  for  it  was,  That  thefe  fort  of  Peo¬ 
ple  have  more  Knowledge  in  Phyfick,  than 
all  the  Univcrfitics  put  together.  I  am  fo 
well  pleafed  with  the  Pafiage,  that  I  cannot 
help  quoting  it ,  hledicus  non  omnia,  qua? 
poffe  &  fate  debet ,  in  Jcademiis  difcere 

& 
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&  cognofcere  poteft ,  fed  opus  eft)  ut  in¬ 
ter  dim  Vetulas,  Zigeunos ,  Nigromanticos , 
Agyrtas ,  Seniores  nifticos  &  f miles  adeaty 
atque  ab  its  difcat .  Nam  tales  de  tali - 
bus  rebus  plus  habent  cognitionis  quam 
omnes  Academic.  The  learned  Reader 
will  eaftiy  fee,  that  I  am  {peaking  of  that 
great  Phyfician,  Philofopher,  and  Divide, 
the  Profound  and  Oracular  ‘Paracelfus 
’Twashe  who  laid  the  Foundation  of  mo¬ 
dern  Phyfick,  and  we  ourfelves  have  had 
the  Happinefs  of  feeing  it  perfected  by  the 
Labours  of  fome  celebrated  Genius’s  of  the 
prefent  Age,  who  have  fully  fhewn  us  the 
Reafonablcn efs  of  excluding  Reafon  hence- 

w' 

forward  from  the  Art  of  Phyfick,  and  ren¬ 
dering  it  wholly  Empirical'- — * 

The  Ancients,  whom  we  have  been 
fpeaking  of,  entertain’d  an  idle  Notion, 
that  the  Principles  of  all  Sciences  were 
certain  general  and  metaphyfical  Truths, 
which  were  not  the  Objects  of  any  of  the 
Senfes,  but  were  only  diicovcrable  by  rea- 
foning :  But  the  wifer  Moderns,  (thofe  of 
the  empirical  Sect  I  mean)  have  defervedly 
rejected  all  inch  Speculations  as  idle  Trafh  > 

and 
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and  in  purfuance  of  the  common  Axiom* 
that  feeing  is  believingy  are  determined 
to  tnift  to  no  Evidence  but  that  qf  Senfe. 
In  fhort,  it  is  by  the  Afliftance  of  thefe 
Gentlemen,  that  all  Theory  has  been  long 
exploded,  and  put  to  flight,  and  the  idle 
Notions  of  the  Ancients  concerning  Prin- 
ciplesand  logical  Deductions  laid  afide ;  and 
to  them,  we  may  fay,  it  is  owing,  that 
Phyfick  is  now  eftablifhed  on  its  proper 
Balls,  being  neither  Dogmatical,  nor  Gale¬ 
nical,  nor  Chymical,  nor  yet  Mechanical, 
but  purely  Experimental,  or  Empirical — . 

*  tr  ^ 

You  will  fay  perhaps,  that  you  are  will¬ 
ing  to  allow  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Experience , 
but  that  you  think  it  neceflary,  that  a  Fhy- 
fician  fhould  have  fome  Principles  to  go 
upon,  while  he  is  making  Obfervations : 
that  Experience  alone  is  of  little  ufe,  every 
one  being  ready  to  alledge  it  in  his  own 
Favour,  tho'  one  Man's  Experience  is  often 
diredly  contradictory  to  that  of  another  \ 
and  you  may  go  ftill  farther,  and  plead  the 
Authority  of  your  M  after  Hippocrates , 
to  lhew  that  Experience  is  fallible .  Bar, 
without  entering  into  this  Dilpute,  I  fhalL 

only 
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only  fay,  that  if  Experience  be  preferable 
to  Reafoning,  (a  Do&rine  which  is  now 
generally  maintain’d)  it  follows  of  Courfe, 
that  the  more  time  is  allotted  to  making 
Experiments,  and  the  lefs  to  Reafoning,  the 
better ;  and  confequently  it  would  be  bed 
of  all,  if  we  were  never  to  employ  our 
Thoughts  about  Theory  at  all,  nor  trouble 
ourfelves  about  Inquiries  concerning  Prim 
ciples,  the  Nature  of  the  human  Body,  or 
its  Operations* 

What  a  delightful  View  of  the  noble 
Art  of  Phyfick  is  here  prefented  to  our 
Eyes ! — And  yet  to  fuch  a  Degree  of  Per- 
fedion  may  we  hope  to  fee  it  brought, 
would  you  but  heartily  unite  your  Forces 
with  thofe  of  the  Empiricks  for  this  pur- 
pole.  It  was  with  a  View  to  promote  this 
worthy  Defign,  that  I  fat  down  to  propofe 
the  Treaty  which  I  have  done  above  ;  and 
it  is  with  the  fame  View  that  I  fhall  now 
proceed  to  lay  before  you  a  few  Articles, 
which  may  ferve  for  a  Balls  to  this  Treaty, 
and  which  I  hope  will  be  received  with  the 
fame  Candour  with  which  they  are  pro- 
pofed.™ 


In 
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In  the  fir  ft  place,  then,  as  all  Monopo¬ 
lies  in  Trade  are  hurtful  to  the  Sub) ecf,  it 
is  humbly  propofed,  that  your  IUuftnous 
'  Society  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  volunta¬ 
rily  to  fur  render  the  Charter,  by  which 
you  ftand  incorporated,  to  the  end  that  a 
more  extenfive  one  may  be  procured,  a  no, 
a  new  Society  erefted,  with  the  Title  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Empiricks ,  into 
which  Practitioners  of  all  Denominations 
may  be  admitted  without  DiftinCtion,  pro¬ 
vided  they  can  bring  Proofs  of  then  being 
poffeffed  of  any  Nojlram,  and  will  con¬ 
form  to  the  Laws  and  Ordinances  ot  the 
Society  hereafter  to  be  made. 

Secondly,  That  as  foon  as  the  New  So¬ 
ciety  (hall  be  erefted,  a  Committee  may  be 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  Petition  to  be 
prefented  to  Parliament,  for  Leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  prohibit  the  Ufe  of  all  Phyfico- 
medical  Manufactures,  {viz.  Books,  &  '.) 
which  are  either  imported  hither  from  a- 
broad,  or  compofed  of  foreign  Materials, 

to  wit,  Greek ,  Latin ,  See.  to  the  end 

G  that 


I 


(  42  ) 

that  Phyfick  may  become  entirely  Englijh , 
and  be  within  the  Reach  of  all  Capacities. 

Thirdly ,  That  all  Members  of  the  New 
Society  be  ftriftly  enjoined  not  to  fpend 
any  more  time  in  reading  even  Englijh  Books 
than  is  juft  fufficient  to  give  them  a  little 
Fluency  of  Speech,  and  enable  them  to 
give  a  tolerable  Anfwer  to  fuch  Queftions 
as  may  be  put  to  them  by  Nurfes,  and 
fuch  kind  of  impertinent  People,  who  want 
to  have  a  Reafon  for  every  thing  which  a 
Phyfician  does.— This  being^the  Ufe  which 
ought  to  be  made  of  all  Phyftcal  Treatifes, 
according  to  the  Opinion  of  a  late  eminent 
and  voluminous  Empirick,  whofe  Name  I 
need  not  mention. 

Fourthly ,  In  order  to  make  your  So- 
cicty  fome  Amends  for  the  Refignation  of 
their  Properties,  it  is  propofed  that  the 
C — 11 — ge  of  Ph-— — - — ns  be  converted 
into  an  Hofpital,  for  the  Relief  and  Main¬ 
tenance  of  fuch  of  yourprefent  Members, 
as  through  a  wrong  Education,  or  a  long 
Pcrfeverance  in  what  is  called  a  Regular 
Courfe  of  Pra&ice^are  unqualified  to  turn 
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Empiricks,  as  well  as  of  fiich,  who,  thro5 
a  Principle  of  Confcience,  fhall  refufe  to 
be  admitted  of  the  future  College  $-  and 
that  the  Revenues  of  the  faid  C— 11 — ge  of 

Ph— - - ns  be  applied  folely  to  this  pur- 

pofe. - Provided  neverthelefs,  that  after 

the  Deceafe  of  the  faid  Collegiates,  it  be 
applied  to  the  Ufe  and  Benefit  of  worn  out 
and  difabled  Quacks,  or  to  fueh  other  Put- 
pofes,  as  the  Society  fhall  think  conve¬ 
nient. 

I  come  now  to  fpeak  of  the  Advantages 
Which  are  likely  to  accrue  to  your  Body, 

as  well  as  to  the  Publick  in  general  from 
fuch  an  Union.  —  With  regard  to  your 
Body  then,  all  fuch  as  are  willing  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Treaty,  will  thenceforward 
be  intitled  to  the  Honourable  Denomina¬ 
tion  of  Empiricks,  and  to  the  Privileges 
which  Empiricks  now  enjoy  ;  namely,  thofe 
of  being  carefied  and  honoured  by  the 
Great,  and  of  rolling  in  all  kind  of  Af¬ 
fluence.  - - - And  that  the  Title  itfelf 

is  no  inconfiderable  Advantage  may  be 
inferred  from  the  Behaviour  of  fome 
who  have  been  fo  ambitious  of  acquiring 
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it,  as,  for  its  fake  alone,  to  defert 
your  Body,  and  to  go  over  to  the  Ene¬ 
my.  - - .  Of  t[ie  Truth  of  which, 

the  Memoirs  of  fome  now  alive  may  per¬ 
haps  furnifh  them  with  Inftances. 

In  the  next  place,  the  Younger  Part  of 
your  Society,  whofe  Time  is  now  greatly 
taken  up  in  intricate  and  laborious  Studies? 
will  then  be  at  Leiiure  more  conftantly  to 
attend  thofe  Seats  of  the  Mufes  the  Coffee- 
houfes,  which  are  frequented  by  their  Se¬ 
niors,  and  will  have  Opportunities  of  pro¬ 
fiting  more  by  their  Inftru&iom,  than  can 
now  be  done  by  Reading $  which  will,  no 
doubt,  tend  greatly  to  their  own  Emolu¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  to  the  Advantage  of  the 
prefent  Age. 

Laftly,  Both  Old  and  Young  will  be  more 
at  Leifure  to  frequent  Clubs,  Taverns  and 
Affemblies,  and  other  fuch  Places  whither 
good  Company  refort,  and  will,  at  the  fame 
time,  be  difeharged  from  that  laborious 
Employment  of  reading  learned  Lcdlures, 
and  making  Latin  Speeches,  befides  many 
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ether  difagreeable  Offices  too  tedious  to  be 
here  enumerated. 

With  regard  to  the  Publick  in  general. 
Such  as  hereafter  intend  to  commence  Fhy- 
ficians  will  reap  this  great  Advantage,  that 
many  Years  of  Life  (which  are  now  ufually 
thrown  away  in  Schools  and  Univerfities, 
in  learning  the  Sciences)  will,  by  this  means, 
be  faved  5  and  thus,  by  fhortning  the  Road 
to  Science,  and  adding,  as  it  were,  to  the 
Life  of  Man,  that  Evil,  which  Hippocrates 
complain'd  of  in  his  Time,  will  be  reme¬ 
died,  and  it  will  no  longer  be  faid.  That 
Life  is  Jlorty  and  Art  is  long $  but ,  that 
Art  is  jhorty  and  Life  is  long  5  - -  and 

Phyficians  will  become  as  knowing  at 
Twenty-five,  as  they  are  now  ufually  at 
Fifty  :  An  Advantage  which  cannot  luffi- 
ciently  be  Enlarged  upon. 

Laftly,  The  Road  to  Science,  being  fo 
much  fhortened,  the  Number  of  Phyjficians 
throughout  his  Majefty’s  Dominions,  will, 
in  all  human  Probability,  be  much  iacrcaf- 
ed,and  confequently  ti^e  Healths  of  his  Ma- 
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jelly  s  loving  Subje&s  will  be  much  better 
taken  Care  of,  than  they  are  at  prefent.  I 
could  eafily  enlarge  upon  this  Subjeft.*— 
But  a  Word  to  the  Wife  is  fufficientj  I 
fhall  therefore  conclude  for  the  prefent, 
with  alfuring  you,  that  I  am,  with  the 
greatefl  Efteem, 

GENTLEMEN, 

, 

Tour  meji  obedient,  &<?. 
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